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REMARKS 

1. Summary of the Office Action 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicants 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-9, 12-14 and 16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 
being xmpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,449,319 (hereinafter "Dushane et al.") in view of 
U.S. Patent 5,833,134 (hereinafter "Ho et al.") 

Claims 10 and 1 1 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,449,319 (hereinafter "Dushane et al.") in view of U.S. 
Patent 5,390,206 (hereinafter "Rein et al") 

Claim 15 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 5,449,319 (hereinafter "Dushane et al.") in view of U.S. Patent 5,833,134 
(hereinafter "Ho et al") and fiirther in view of U.S. Patent 4,969,508 (hereinafter "Tate et 
al.") 

2. Response to § 112 Rejections 

Claim 21 has been amended to obviate the objections. The Examiner is thanked 
for a carefiil review of the application. 
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3. Response to S 103 Rejections 

Reconsideration of this application, as amended, is respectfully requested. Claims 
1 and 12 have been amended to include the feature of "a cover plate to cover the at least 
one closure member, the cover plate defining a plurality of apertures with an angled 
top portion and a straight lower portion through which air exits the vent". Basis of 
this amendment can be found on page 14 of the specification as originally filed. Page 14 
of the specification (with reference to Figure 6) describes how the apertures of the top 
plate are designed so that the top plate provides the rigidity and durability to withstand 
the weight of an adult without breaking. 

The Office Action concedes that Dushane does not describe a cover plate to 
protect the outer vanes 180. Dushane does not even contemplate mounting his servo 
controlled register assembly 30 on the floor and hence the vanes 180 are totally exposed 
without any protective cover whatsoever. 

Li an attempt to cure the deficiencies of Dushane, the Office Action cites Ho and 
suggests that one skilled in the art would find it obvious to modify the system of 
Dushane to include the cover plate of Ho for the purpose of closure member protection. 
This conclusion of obviousness is in error. In the first place, there is nothing in the 
references that would suggest the combination and no showing of motivation has been 
provided in support thereof which would lead one of ordinary skill in the art to adopt 
such a combination. Indeed, the Office Action cites no motivation for such a 
combination, other than a general desire to provide a closure member protection (Office 
Action, Page 2). This rote invocation of a general desire to make existing system better 
is an insufficient basis for reaching a conclusion of obviousness. Instead, what is needed 
is an actual showing of motivation to make the desired combination. 

In this case, each of the references themselves provides what appears to be a 
complete solution. Moreover, the air-duct register 21 of Ho cited in the Office Action 
performs the same function of regulating airflow as the outer vanes 180 of Dushane. 
Therefore, there is absolutely no motivation for the recited combination. 
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Even if the teachings of the two references were combined, the present claims 
would not be obviated. In particular, Ho shares the same deficiencies as Dushane. Ho 
fails to teach or suggest the feature of "a cover plate to cover the at least one closure 
member, the cover plate defining a plurality of apertures with an angled top portion 
and a straight lower portion through which air exits the vent" (Claims 1 and 12). 

For at least the above reasons, it is submitted that claims 1 and 12 are allowable. 
As claims 2-11 and 13-16 and 21 are dependent upon claims 1 and 12, they are also 
allowable. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 have been rejected under 35 USC 103 as being unpatentable 
over Dushane in view of Ho and further in view of Rein. As established above, the 
combination of Dushane and Ho fail to teach the present claims with the feature of a 
cover plate defining a plurality of apertures with an angled top portion and a straight 
lower portion through which air exits the vent. Even the additional teachings of Rein fail 
to rectify the deficiencies. Indeed, Rein does not teach or suggest any embodiment for the 
air vent. Rein is only interested in providing a wireless communication system for air 
distribution system. Therefore, claims 10 and 1 1 are patentable over the cited references. 

Regarding claim 15, claim 15 has been rejected under 35 USC 103 as being 
impatentable over Dushane in view of Ho and Tate. Tate also does not disclose any 
embodiment for the air vent. Tate is only concerned with a control system permitting the 
occupant of a room or space in a multi-room building sharing a common air supply 
conduit with other rooms to control the environment in his or her room selectively and/or 
automatically. Consequently, claim 15 is patentable over the references. 

In light of the above. Applicants respectfully submit that the rejection under 35 
U.S.C. § 103 has been overcome, and withdrawal of this rejection is therefore 
respectfully requested. 
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4. Conclusion 

Having tendered the above remarks and amended the claims as indicated herein, 
AppHcants respectfully submit that all rejections have been addressed and that the 
claims are now in a condition for allowance, which is earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Blakely, Sokoloff, Taylor & Zafman LLP 



Dated: December 17. 2004 




Chze Koon, Chua (Jaina) 
Reg. No. 53,831 



12400 Wilshire Blvd. 
Seventh Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90025-1026 
(408) 947-8200 
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